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railways, deserts, technical weapons could also be
attached to our interests, if we realised our raw
materials and were apt with them. The Turk
was stupid and would believe that rebellion was
absolute, like war, and deal with it on the analogy
of absolute warfare. Analogy is fudge, anyhow,
and to make war upon rebellion is messy and slow,
like eating soup with a knife.

So much for the mathematical element, which
I annoyed the others by calling hecastics* The
second factor was biological, the breaking-
point, life and death, or better, wear and tear.
Bionomics seemed a good name for it. The war-
philosophers had properly made it an art, and
had elevated one item in it, "effusion of blood/'
to the height of a principle. It became humanity
in battle, an art touching every side of our corporal
being, and very warm. There was a line of
variability (man) running through all its estimates.
Its components were sensitive and illogical, and
generals guarded themselves by the device of a
reserve, the significant medium of their art. Goltz
had said that when you know the enemy's strength,
and he is fully deployed, then you know enough
to dispense with a reserve. But this is never.
There is always the possibility of accident, of
some flaw in materials, present in the general's
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